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Welcome! If you are visiting, either in person or on Zoom, we offer you a special welcome and would like 
to get acquainted. If you are with us on Zoom and would like more information about our parish, please 
send the Zoom Usher a chat message, or for anyone in person or on Zoom, email office@stjamesvt.org 
with your name, where you’re from, and your email address. Thank you for worshiping with us! We are 
glad you are here. 
 

On Zoom, please keep your microphone muted for most of the service. If you are reading a lesson or 
adding a thanksgiving or prayer request aloud during the time of prayers, please unmute yourself. Then 
please mute yourself again. 
 

In person, masks are worn and sitting distances observed. Please be mindful of the level of comfort of 
others. 
 

Bell Choir Prelude:  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                          arr. Cathy Moklebust 
 

Opening Hymn:  Let all creation                                                                                   WLP 885 

 

mailto:office@stjamesvt.org
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Lighting of the Celtic Advent Wreath 
As the following is said, the proper number of candles are lit 
 

Officiant  When our path is menaced by shadows, 
People  Circle us, Lord; 
      keep light within 
      keep darkness without. 

Officiant  When our path is targeted by conflict, 
People  circle us, Lord; 
      keep love near, 
      keep hatred afar. 

Officiant  When our path is threatened by worry, 
People  circle us, Lord; 
      keep peace within, 
      keep fear without. 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Presider Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
People   You come to your people and set them free.  
 

Song of Praise 
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Collect of the Day 
 

All are invited to say the collect together. 
 

Presider     The Lord be with you.  
People          And also with you.  
Presider      Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in 
the last day, when Christ shall come again in glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through the One who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Reader:  A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The 
Lord is our righteousness." 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

 

Psalm 25:1-9                                                                                                      St. Helena Psalter 

The Psalm is read in unison. 
 

1 To you, O God, I lift up my soul; 
   my God, I put my trust in you; * 
 let me not be humiliated, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 

3 Show me your ways, O God, * 
 and teach me your paths. 
 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all the day long. 
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5 Remember, O God, your compassion and love, * 
 for they are from everlasting. 
 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
 remember me according to your love 
 and for the sake of your goodness, O God. 
 

7 Gracious and upright are you; * 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 

8 You guide the humble in doing right * 
 and teach your way to the lowly. 
 

9 All your paths are love and faithfulness * 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Reader:  A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians. 
 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 
whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 
our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 
may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 
they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a 
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying 
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that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man." 

Deacon   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Sermon                                                                                                        The Rev. Kim Hardy 
 

Affirmation of Faith  
Said in unison 
 

With the whole church 
we affirm 
that we are made in God’s image, 
befriended by Christ, 
empowered by the Spirit. 
With people everywhere 
we affirm 
God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 
With all creation 
we celebrate 
the miracle and wonder of life, 
the unfolding purposes of God 
forever at work in ourselves and in the world. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

The Intercessor will leave time for both Zoom and in-person communities to offer prayers aloud for each petition 
during the silences. If the Intercessor is “in-person,” they will repeat the prayers from others in-person so the Zoom 
room can hear those prayers. If the Intercessor is on Zoom, the Presider, at the microphone, will repeat the in-person 
prayers.  If you are worshiping on Zoom, please unmute for your prayer to be heard. 
 

Deacon   

Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.  

Intercessor In the beginning,  
People  God was.  
Intercessor Here and now,  
People  God is.  
Intercessor In the future,  
People  God will be. 
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Intercessor  
 

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to heal 
and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of the planet and its 
inhabitants.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people who 
suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Author of the book of nature, receive our gratitude for places of restoration and healing, and 
continue to bless those places that feed our lives and spirits.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make us always 
thankful for the abundance of your blessings. We give thanks for all the blessings of this life; for 
those who celebrate birthdays this week, Jacqueline Chant, Bruce Morgan, Hunter Wasser, and 
Neal Robinson. 
 

I invite your prayers of thanksgiving. 
 

The Intercessor will leave time for both the in-person worshippers and online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Divine Physician, heal our communities, especially those where neglect, greed, or violence inflict 
suffering upon people and other creatures.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need your 
presence and help especially Meg Vittum; Valerie Rochon, who has been diagnosed with metastatic 
breast cancer; Collin, 21 years old, who underwent brain tumor surgery on November 23 and is in 
ICU recovery; Frances Huessy, Ely, Nicole and family, Sandy Jones, Julie and family, Karen Geiger, 
Evangeline, and Howard.  
 

I invite your prayers of intercession. 
 
The Intercessor will leave time for both the in-person worshippers and online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud.  
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God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died, 
remembering especially those who have died of the coronavirus and their loved ones. Keep us 
mindful of those who are still suffering all around our world and help us to do what we can as 
individuals, as communities of faith, and as a nation to help.  
I invite your prayers for those who have died. 
 

The Intercessor will leave time for both the in-person worshippers and online worshippers to offer their prayers aloud.  
 

God, Giver of life,  
Hear our prayer.  
 

The Intercessor offers a Prayer for Justice: 
 

Creator of the Universe, source of all goodness and love, we ask wisdom, help, and guidance as we 
work to counter the many instances of injustice and racism in our world. Help us to value 
differences in culture, religious beliefs, and physical appearance, and celebrate the God-made 
wonder of every human being. Help us to be vigilant, working against racial and social injustice in 
our own hearts and in the world around us, that we may live into our baptismal covenant to “strive 
for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. Amen.  
 
The Presider concludes with the following 
 

A Prayer of Refreshing 
 

In a dry and barren land where refreshment for our souls is sparse and hard to find, we long for 
you, Lord. We thirst for your living water. May it flow from the wellspring of heaven into the very 
depths of our being. Refresh our souls and revive our lives. As the rains revive the land’s plants, so 
to you we look to revive our lives with your living water from heaven. Quench our thirst, we pray.  
Amen.    -Celtic Prayers & Practices by David Cole 
 

Confession 

 

The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins to God.  
 

Silence is observed 

Presider and People 

Before God, with the people of God, 
we confess to turning away from God: 
in the ways we wound our lives, 
the lives of others, 
and the life of the world. 
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The Priest offers absolution, saying the following. 

May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

Presider   The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People     And also with you.  
 

If you are in person, please feel free to share the peace with those near to you. Please be mindful that some may want a 
“touchless” peace. In this case, the peace may be shared in various ways such as the prayer to heart position. Please be 
mindful of others’ need to keep distance during this time. On Zoom, please either open your microphone to share the 
peace aloud or visually give a sign of peace or share your peace in the chat box. 
 

Offertory 

Presider 

Let us offer to God a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and make good our vows to the Most High. 

The people’s offerings, which are gathered at the basket near the door, are brought up at this time by the usher to be 
offered to God. 

Please continue to support our parish life and ministries by sending your offering to St. James Episcopal Church, 4 
St. James Place, Essex Junction, VT 05452. You may also give online by visiting this website link. Please scroll 
down the list of “Choose One” to choose “Essex Junction (St. James)” 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS FOR ST. JAMES 
 

Offertory Hymn:  Blessed be the God of Israel                                                           WLP 889  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRk1NXGLXoJ-e-DgE4BYCUqIM5Z7M7O6-tRhlvRXdJxHyk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn99H5dIPpbYhfLUwdhbp9Go=
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Great Thanksgiving – Great Creating Spirit: A Celtic Earth Mass for the Celebration of Communion by John 
Philip Newell (modified) 

Opening Words 

Presider  God be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to God.  
Presider  Let us give thanks to our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
Presider 

Great Creating Spirit 
from whom all life comes forth, 
here we gather again with bread and with wine 
seeking your presence 
longing once more to be nourished 
hungering for wholeness in our lives 
for unity on earth and for peace among the nations. 
 

Here we gather with creation’s elements all around us 
with earth, air, fire and water still expanding through the universe 
with the glory of the sun 
the whiteness of the moon 
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the glittering of heaven’s lights off flowing waters. 
Here we gather with the firm fecundity of the earth 
the growing and greening of trees 
creatures of the day and night 
birds of the air 
all full of your glory 
all bearers of your presence 
all part of the great harmony 
that we long to touch and taste and become one with again. 
 

So with everything that we see and sense around us 
with visible and invisible energies that pulse with life 
we join our souls in the song that vibrates throughout the whole of creation, 
Holy, holy holy God, your presence fills all things. 
 

Sanctus                                            Kim Hardy 

 
 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, O God. 
Your presence fills all things. 
Yet what have we done? 
Creation marred by neglect and abuse 
life-forms torn forever out of the fabric of the universe 
nature ravaged 
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wealth wasted 
earth’s community divided 
nations at war 
communities fractured 
families broken 
the human soul sick and far from home. 
Great Creating Spirit, hear our plea for mercy 
hear our prayers for the earth. 
 
Into our brokenness came the memory of wholeness 
into our fear came the messenger of love 
Christ born among us 
one with us 
child of heaven 
son of womankind 
bearer of forgiveness 
healer of our nature 
teacher of wisdom 
prophet of peace 
rejected by the religious 
crucified by the state 
companion of our soul 
lover of the earth. 
 

With his disciples at table on the night of his arrest 
Jesus blessed the bread and said, 
‘This is my body, broken for you.’ 
 

With his disciples at table on the night of his arrest 
Jesus blessed the wine and said, 
‘This is my lifeblood, poured out for you.’ 
 

Come upon us with your Spirit, O God, 
and upon this bread of the earth, 
making it for us the Body of Christ. 
 
People  May it feed our longings for peace. 
 

Come upon us with your Spirit, O God, 
and upon this cup of unity, 
making the Blood of Christ. 
 
People  May it set us free to love. Amen. 
 

Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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People and Presider 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of  the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Presider    The gifts of heaven for the people of earth. 
 

The Presider invites the people to Communion 
 

The bread of life. The cup of blessing. 
 

A moment of silence is observed. 
 

We are currently using communion kits. This allows the in-person and online communities to participate 
in like manner. With the in-person community, Deacon Dave, Amma Kim, and or Bram (our Student 
Minister) will come around (masked) to disperse the kits. When everyone has their kits, we will all 
consume the elements at the same time. After receiving we will sing the following hymn. 
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Communion Hymn:  Sleepers wake!                                                            Hymnal 61 (v. 1,2) 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 
Presider and People 
 

Great Creating Spirit, 
who swept over the depths of the unknown 
to give birth to creation in all its splendor. 
Great Creating Spirit, 
who conceived new life in the womb of Mary 
to give birth to the Child of Peace. 
Great Creating Spirit, 
who hovers over the waters of the human soul today 
to give birth to healing and visions that have never been before. 
Come to us as an earth community. 
Come to us as nations of the world. 
Grant us wholeness. 
Grant us healing. 
Grant us together a new language that we may be one. Amen. 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

The priest blesses the people.   
 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.  Amen. 
 

The Deacon then dismisses the people 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve God’s creation. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Music used with permission under OneLicense #A-727024 
Confession and Affirmation of Faith from the Iona Abbey Worship Book 
Advent Wreath Lighting Rite, Canticle from (Celtic Daily Prayer Book 2) 

Source of the Prayers of the People: Liturgical Materials for Honoring God in Creation from the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music of the 
Episcopal Church (modified) 
 

We are observing “Celtic Advent” which begins 40 days before Christmas. We use the same lectionary 
lessons appointed for the church year. Our services during Advent are based on the structure of the Book 
of Common Prayer but draw texts from Celtic resources and we have been given permission by our Bishop 
to offer such services as part of our liturgical exploration. 
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The 3rd Sunday of Celtic Advent (1st Sunday of Traditional Advent) – Year C 
 
Welcome to St. James Episcopal Church. On the first Sunday in Advent, the liturgy is concerned 
with our preparation for the return of Christ at the end of time. The Gospel reading today is a 
portion of Jesus’ words concerning that time. He tells us to see the events of history as signs of the  
approaching end and to recognize that end as the coming of our redemption. 
 

The Old Testament reading today from the prophet Jeremiah looks forward to the time when  
God will fulfill the promise of a successor to David. The New Testament Christians understood  
the “righteous Branch” of David’s line to be our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The second reading is from Paul’s first Thessalonian letter. His letters to that church were  
prompted by difficulties in that congregation due to their misunderstanding of the Lord’s  
promise to return. In today’s reading, Paul encourages the Thessalonians to see their ministry and  
mutual love as the way to prepare for the Lord’s return. 
 

There is an “already, but not yet” aspect to the New Testament’s discussion of the Lord’s return.  
God’s Kingdom is not limited to a time in the far off future; it began breaking into human history  
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Lord comes to judge and to save in each moment in the life  
of his people. Above all, he is revealed in our encounter with him in the Eucharistic meal. 
 
From The Rite Light: Reflections on the Sunday Readings and Seasons of the Church Year. Copyright © 2009 by Michael W. Merriman. Church Publishing Incorporated, New York. 

 
 

 
 

Officiant and Preacher:  The Rev. Kim Hardy 
Deacon: The Rev. Dn. Dave Ganter 
Student Minister: Bram Kranichfeld 

Lector: Susan Brown 
Psalm Leader & Intercessor:  Kathy Rouleau 

Musicians:  St. James Bell Choir, Senior Choir, Carol Reichard, Kim Hardy 
Greeter:  Nancy Collins 

Ushers: Ron Belair, Carl Runge 
Minister of Technology: Helen Donahey 

Digital Usher: Lindsey Huddle 
Digital Verger:  Neal Robinson 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer: In our Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer, we pray for Ministry of  our 11th 
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown. In the Anglican Communion, we pray for 
Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or have asked for our prayers:  Meg Vittum; Valerie Rochon, 
who has been diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer; Collin, 21 years old, who underwent brain 
tumor surgery on November 23 and is in ICU recovery; Frances Huessy, Ely, Nicole and family, 
Sandy Jones, Julie and family, Karen Geiger, Evangeline, and Howard. 
 
We pray for those who have died and those who mourn:  We pray for all who have died of  the 
coronavirus and their loved ones and for those areas of  our world experiencing resurgences of  the 
virus. Keep us mindful of  those who are still suffering and help us to do what we can to help. May 
we be generous in sharing vaccinations and assistance. 
 
Birthdays:   Jacqueline Chant, November 29   Hunter Wasser, December 2 
           Bruce Morgan, December 2   Neal Robinson, December 3 

 

 
Please join us for a brief Compline service with music online Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Compline Zoom Link 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/259841906?pwd=MjkxZ1F1VzAxNzVzOVREMzNta0Jkdz09
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ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Bishop of  Vermont: The Right Rev. Shannon MacVean-Brown  
Rector: The Rev. Kim Hardy  

Deacon: The Rev. Deacon David Ganter  
Student Minister: Bram Kranichfeld 

Vestry:  
Senior Warden, Neal Robinson  

Junior Warden, Ron Belair    
Linda Chiasson 

Ron Cook  
Paula Morgan 

Janice Rheaume 
Kathy Rouleau 

Minister of  Music: Carol Reichard  
Parish Administrator:  Diane Muckstadt  

  
4 St. James Place, Essex Junction, Vermont 05452  

 www.stjamesvt.org  

   
Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Office e-mail: office@stjamesvt.org       
Office Phone: 802-878-4014  

Senior Warden contact:  123fundamentals@gmail.com  
Priest contact: ammakim@stjamesvt.org  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stjamesvt.org
file:///C:/Users/PC%20Administrator/Documents/Bulletins/Bulletins%202020/Bulletins/123fundamentals@gmail.com
mailto:ammakim@stjamesvt.org
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St. James Episcopal Church Calendar 

 
 
Sunday, November 28 
 8:45  Lectionary Study 
10:00   Holy Eucharist 
11:00   Coffee and Conversation 
11:00  Wreath Sale 
 
Monday, November 29 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Tuesday, November 30 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
9:00 Bell Choir 
 
Wednesday, December 1 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
5:00 Christian Meditation Course 
7:00 Sacred Ground 
 
Thursday, December 2 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
3:00 Senior Choir 
7:00 Compline 
 
Friday, December 3 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Saturday, December 4 
8:00 Parables and Pancakes 
9:00  Outreach Meeting 
12-3 Wreath Sale 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 5 
 8:45  Lectionary Study 
10:00   Morning Prayer 
11:00   Coffee and Conversation 
11:00  Wreath Sale 
 
Monday, December 6 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 
Tuesday, December 7 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
9:00 Bell Choir 
 
Wednesday, December 8 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
5:00 Christian Meditation Course 
 
Thursday, December 9 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
3:00 Senior Choir 
7:00 Compline 
 
Friday, December 10 
8:30 Celtic Advent Morning Prayer 
9:00  MOW Delivery from St. James 
 

 


